From the Sidelines: Team United 16u tournament. 
 
The Team United tournament was a very good one. Excellent high school level competition. Which showcased a lot of up and coming High School Freshman and sophomores. This tournament was very well run from a game standpoint, but being in Simi Valley it missed some of the flavor of an ABA snack bar.  One could hope that every tournaments only issue could be not having a great snack bar. Tim did direct me to  a great smoothie Shop-Planet Smoothie-- down the street, so all was not lost. 
 
What was great for me to see were so many kids who were 9 and 10 years old when I first saw them play, now at age 15 and 16 playing at a very high level? The next several years will be a fun time to watch some great kids play in High School and some of them go on to play college ball. 
 
Team United won the tournament beating L.A. Rockfish 67-50 in the finals.  I wasn’t at the final, but I saw both teams play and knew because of the balance that Team United had would cause a daunting challenge for a solid L.A Rockfish team.  
The real beauty of this event was that it was a real Grass roots basketball event. Local teams with good talent playing hard. What impressed me was the quality of the coaching and the fact that every team played man, with some trapping and a junk run and jump defense. No zones, in fact, it would have been embarrassing to play zone in this event. 
 
This event was very encouraging to me.  It was encouraging to see  that the future of Grass Root basketball in Los Angeles is in good hands. Every team that finished the tournament (one team didn’t). Demonstrated the value of quality coaching and instruction .
 
You can get play by play of the game by going to www.californiapreps.com  
 
